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MR, MITCHELL: May I oroceed, Your
Honor?

THE MASTER: Well, Mr, Mitchell, we
recessed as I recall last Friday the 5th
and Judge Carrillo was then on the stand,
He is sti11l on the stand and you had not
ffnished your direct examination, It s now
Monday, December the 8th and you are going
to continue youf direct examination of Judge
Carrillo.

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, Your Honor.

0, P, CARRILLO,
being recalled as a witness, havine been oreviously

sworn, testified as follows:

EXAMINATION CONTINUED

BY MR, MITCHELL:

Q Judge Carrillo, I hand you Exhibit 155 which
I believe was the last item before the break,
I believe, as was indicated by the recital of

the Master and of the record on Fr{dny,
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¥e, sir,
1 ask you first to ldentify it, as I believe a

check to you from Benavides Implement and Hard-

ware?

And I believe it has a notation on it, "loan"?

Yes, sir,

Now, in givine us the testimony Friday, I

believe you ment{onea that that loan or that

arrangement arose out of an account pnayable to

you on account of a rental of a drilling rig, am
I correct?

That is correct.

Now, the transcrintion mentions the figure of

two hundred dollars.

Is that a correct recital?

No, sir, it is supvosed to be twelve hundred

dollars or one thousand two hundred dollars, which-

ever it is, .

A1l rieht,

| MR, MITCHELL: We would like to reauest

thet be changed from two hundred dollare tn
twelve hundred dollars.

A11 right, can you give us a brief recount of the
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testimony so we may commence and ask you about
another item?

THE MASTER: Excuse me, let me interrunt,
You indicate that the transcrint of the testi-
mony Friday said two hundred dollars and it
should state twelve hundred dollars?

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, Your Honor. Am I
correct?

THE MASTEﬁ: And it may have been an
error of the witness in saying two hundred
dollars when he meant twelve hundred dollars
or it may have been the error of taking
twelve hundred dollars and dictating two
hundred dollars but you do want it corrected,

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, Your Heonor,.

THE MASTER: May that be agreed uoon,
Mr. Odam?

MR, ODAM: Yes, Your Honor,.

THE MASTER: A1l rieht, go ahead.

MR, MITCHELL: Thank you, Judge Meyers.

(By Mr. Mitchell:) Now, Judge Carrillo, have
you given us a full account now of that loan
arrangement or loan agreement?

Yes, sir.

A1l right, now again, I believe we have ~-- I hand

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




28137

'm
il
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

21

24

>

> O » 0O

o P> O

you E-158, I don't believe I asked you about
E-158, it is a check in ;he amount of two hundred
and sixty~seven dollars, am I correct?

Yes, sir.

From Benavides Implement and Hardware to O. P.
Carrillo?

Yes, sir,

A1l right, excuce me, on the reverse side it

is endorsed O, P, Cgrrillo #lsn Cash Store, am
I reading that correctly?

Yes, sir,

Abel Yzaguirre,

¥, sr,

Who is Abel Yzapuirre?

He is the owner of the Cash Store,

And how long have ynu known that gentleman?

A1l my life,

And is that his handwriting?

Yes, sir, it is.

Now, there is no notation on the lower lefthand
corner of E-fSS, is that correct?

That is right, sir,

I will ask you, Judge Carr{lln, in the testimony
of Mr. Couling concerning E-158 if, in looking

at the ftem, your recollection fs served, your
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nresent recollection 1s served as the basis of
the transction for giving you a check of two

hundred and sixty-seven dollars?

Tell the court nlease,.

Well, there are sixteen of us who had a hunting
lease and every ypaf approximately a week or ten
days before the hunting season starts, which is

on anproximately Nermber 15th or the 16th, we

all get together and chip in enough money to

buy all of the groceries, all of the liauid
refregshments that we are taking out to the hunting
camp. Everything that has to go with the --

with the hunting and =--

There is nothing sinister about those annual
get-togethers in there, Judge Carrilloe?

It was begun by our parents and we have carried
them on and now our next generation is now doing
vwhat we would like to be doing today.

A1l right., Now, I direct your attention specific-
ally to that éheck, what was the source of 1t?

Was it that -- is there something about it that
you now want to tell us about?

Well, whoever is going out to buy the groceries,

and we would have a big truck and different omnes
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of us would have different chores, you know, to
attend to to make sure that we got the cook over
there in time and to be sure that all of the
dishes and hardware and what have you was over

there,

You can imagine sixteen of us, it is auite
a place, seeing tﬁ;t the electricity is connected
and that the butane is there and we buy all of
the groceries, so that they Are not taken there
every day that we go and that vpeonle will bhe
duplicating what they were taking over there to
the hunting camp.

We make a not and it runs aooroximately
three hundred dollars for each of us, these
proceries generally last the whole forty-five
days nf the hunting season.

A1l rieht, and is that -- is it your testimony =--
well, tell us snecifically is that Mr. Couling's
share?

That would have been for his share, 1 am sure.
A1l right,

1 am sure in different years you will find

checks of mine, too, -- made out to somebody

nr to the Cash Store or to one of the other

people or other members of the varty that would

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE « GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI. TEXAS 72401




2840

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

24

get together and there would be an aporoximate
check of avoroximately three hundred dollars

which would he =-- it would buy all of the groceries)

vou know, mostly canned poods and we did have
freezers and everything over there. We would
buy whatever it was that we figured that we were
poing to need and take it on down there,

T might state to be perfectly honest, I
remember one time wﬁen a cook took a look at
an nld bus that we had going over there and it
was half filled with cases of beer and he took
one look at it and he said that he didn't want
any part of that oarty that s going on.

But this check is just for my share,
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This is to you and you apparently endorsed it

to him and he delivered it to the grocery man?
After all, the grocerieé had been selected, and
I went out and péid the different suares rcom
the different people.

Let me hand you E-152. I don't know whether I
have asked you about it. That is the same as
E-175, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

That is a check in the amount of seven hundred
dollars dated September 2nd, 19717

Yes, sir.

And it ié from the Benavides Implement and
Hardware to you?

Yes.

And it appears -- Mr. Couling testified he wrote
legal fees in there; do you recall that
transaction?

In so far as rent is concerned, Mr, Mitchell,
the rental equipment I have, both what I owned
individually and what is owned by my brother and
myself as a part of the Farm and Ranch Supply,
is rented through the store and I -- since the
store began, I have not had an active rble with

the operation of the Farm and Ranch Supply.
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On this particular transaction, do you recall the
purpose of the check?

Well, if it says rent on truck,.he must have
rented one of my trucks from the Farm and Ranch
Supply and paid me directly.

You are talking about Farm and Ranch Supply?

Yes.

Okay. What is that?

Farm and Ranch Supﬁly is a store that is owned
jointly by my brother Ramiro and myself.

When did that store come into existence?
Approximately 1962, I would say, around that. 1
don't know the exact time.

Is it still in existence today?

Yes.

Did -- who operates the store, who is the active
managing partner?

The active managing partner would be Ramiro, but
the managing operator would be Cleofus Gonzalez.
When was he employed by you, do you know, Cleofus?
He became a part of the store when it opened up
on the first day.

You heard Cleofus Gonzalez' testimony about you
and he having a difference of opiqion two years

ago?
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Well, it has been more than that.

What was the Zertuche Farm and Ranch Store, how
was it connected? |

It was owned by the Zertuche family and it was at
least -- what used to be the 0. P. Drug Section
of the Vilo Sales Building for the Zertuche
General Store.

Did you own any of the Zertuche Store?

No, sir. |

And it was reported on Arturo Zertuche's tax
return?

Yes.

At the time the Farm and Ranch Store opened its
doors in 1962, did it do business with any and
all persons in and around the area of Benavides,
Texas?.

Yes, sir.

Was there any question of its doing business with
the county after you became county attorney of

Duval County?

Yes, the question arose when my brother became

county commissioner,
When was that?
1967.

Okay. Go ahead.

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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We were not doing business with the school
district at the time, but we were doing business
with the county. The Zértuche General Store was
owned by Arturo Zertuche and the Zertuche ramily.
When my brother became county commissioner, we
went over to see Ed Lloyd.

Who was that?

He had been the family attorney for years and
years.

Would that be in 1967?

Yes.

What was the purpose of that visit?

We went over there -- I was quite clear within
myself as to this and 1 wanted to make sure, so we
went to talk to Ed Lloyd about whether or not
there would be -- whether he thought there would
be anything wrong or advise us where there would
be anything illegal if we did business with the
Zertuche General Store or the school district or
the water district, or I don't think the water
district was in existence at that time; I don't
remember.

As a result of your discussions with him, what
steps were taken?

Mr. Lloyd told us, if you deal directly with the

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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Zertuche General Store, there would not be
anything illegal as far as you selling to the

Zertuche Store and Zertuche selling to the county.

Did you all do bﬁsiness with the Zertuche General
Store?

Yes, sir.

How long did that store continue?

Until 1970.

December of 1970?

Yes, sir.

All right, sir. ©Now, thereafter, Judge Carrillo,
did the Farm and Ranch Store continue to do
business with the governmental agencies in Duval
County -- strike that.

State whether or not the Farm and Ranch
Supply took over the busiﬁess of the Zertuche
General Store after it went out of business?

As far as I know, Farm and Ranch Supply has not
done any business directly with any governmental
agencies since my brother has been a commissioner.|

And Benavides Implement and Hardware -- -

It was doing business with the various agencies,
you knew that, did you not?

I think -- my impression was, as I recall, they

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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were doing business with the county and the
school and several governmental agencies before
the Zertuche Store closéd.

All right. That is correct.

Following December, 1970, do you know whetheJ
or not the business of Farm and Ranch with, say
the Benavides Independent School District or
Duval County would be done through Benavides
Implement ana Hardware?

I didn't have anything to do with the running of
the business. I was busy with the duties of my
office and I didn't have anything to do with them.
Who would take in the checks in the Farm and
Ranch Supply on a daily basis?

Cleofus Gonzalez.

Who made the bank deposits?

Cleofus Gonzalez.

Who wrote the checks?

Cleofus Gonzalez.

Who drew on the bank account?

Cleofus Gonzalez. Cleofus Gonzalez ran the whole
show.

Who would draw the checks on:the Zertuche Farm
and Ranch Store?

The Zertuche family.

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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And those checks would be signed by whom?

They would be signed by Arturo Zertuche.

Did you have anything to do with the Farm and
Ranch Store or the Zertuche Store or the benavides
Implement and Hardware?

No, none whatsoever.

Now, Judge Carrillo, do you have a family accountqnt?

Yes.

Who is that?

0. D. Kirkland.

How long has he been your accountant?

I don't recall the exact year when he became the
accountant, because the accountant for the family
was Mr. Benson and he took in Mr., Kirkland as a
partner some years back. After the death of

Mr. Benson, Kirkland continued to handle the
accounts,

That would be sometime in the sixties?

Yes.

And would run to date?

Yes, sir.

And he has executed your tax returns for you from
that period of time to date?

Yes, sir.

And for your brother Ramiro?

717 ANTELOPE » GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRIST), TEXAS 78401
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Yes, sir.
And the partnership, Farm and Ranch Supply?
Yes, sir.

And the Zertuche‘General Store:

Yes, sir.

Now, -- strike that fragmentary question.

Let me go back.

Now, looking at E-152, the recital on the
truck -- |

THE MASTER: You mean rental on the

truck? You said recital.
I mean which contains a recital, rental on truck.
Yes,
Now, the rent on the trucks, let me ask you, in
the face of that background, is it your testimony
that recital relates to a truck rented by
Benavides Implement and Hardware which belonged
to you or to one of the agencies?
If it came to me, it had to be part of my own
personal equipment that was on the site of the
Farm and Ranch Supply for remtal. If it belonged
to the partnership of my brother and myself, it
would go to the Farm and Ranch, I have -- I
would say -- I know today, I have, and I don't

know how many I had at that time, but I have
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rental and what have you today.

Water and dump trucks as well, is that correct?
Yes, and everything else.

And was it usual and customary that the Benavides
Implement and Hardware would rent your trucks to
anybody that wanted them for a fee?

Yes, anybody that wanted them. It was a business.
It was a business introduced to us by the oil
people when they first moved into the area in
1938 or 1939, when they had well servicing outfits
and crews, and they would come in and hire
people and you would have people available and a
certain company would need men or a truck or
whatever and we would lease it to them.

The equipment in the Farm and Ranch, that is the
equipment on the tax returns that is filed by
Mr. Kirkland?

Yes, sir, and our persomnal, or Farm and Ranch
Supply.

And the equipment you have told the Court about
would be on your individual 1040 return?

Yes.

Did you report any of the Zertuchg General Store

income on your personal income tax?
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No, sir.

You did carry over, however, the income from the

Farm and Ranch?
Yes, sir, I did.
To your personal income?

Yes, sir, and also the trust.

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
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Sa, the Ramirn Carrfllo pgrors tay return was

an informetion return which was locked into vyour
nerronal return’

That's right,

And the Farm and Ranch return, which is a 1065
return, that alco is an information return that
ts locked into your return?

That's right,

The Zertuche Stnre was an indenendent agency

of which you had an ownershin and was a schedule C
return on the Arturo Zertuche return, is that
correct?

That'e correct.

A1l right now, Judpe Carrillo, let me ask you
ahout eome of thece other itemes, pleace, sir,
This might be slightly repetitive and I want to
be sure,

Now, that E-15% recital on that check 1is
rent, Was there any rental -- fi{rst of all, d+d
you rent any real nroverty to Mr, Coulfing?

No, sir.

In Benavides?

No, sir,

Do you have any indep endent recnllgction of what

niece of eauioment, et cetera, that E-153 went to?

1

'
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No, sir.

Let me ask you, are you cuite sure that 306 wa s
nicked up on ynur tax return as rental income?
Oh, everything -- all of my checks are sent 1in
for deposit and they are deposited in the bank
and they are nicked up by the accountant,

A1l right. Now, looking again at E-154, Judge
Carrillo, it anpears that 18 a check for nine
ninety-five, |

Yes, sir,

November 15th, 19717?

Can you -~ and it has no recital on it and I
will ask you i{f you can -- if it serves your
oresent recollection, tell us, nlease, what that
was for, if you can recall?

No, sir, I don't have the slightest idea. As

I say, there is -- it had to be for some of the
rented eaquipment that I had unless it is part
nayment for the pickup that I sold Mr. Couling.
A1l rieht, If is the same as Exhibit Number 82
for the record, which is a xerox copy, am I
correct, Judge Carrille? I think we made that
comparison,

Yes, sir, I think it is. I don't have that with
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me,
Here, let me hand it to you.

A1l right. |

Let me hand you Exhibit 82.

Yes, sir, E-82 and E-«154 are one and the sane,
Is E-154 part of a ripoff arrancement that you
and Mr. Couling had to create false invoices for
Duval County, Judge Carrillo?

No, sir, I never hadAany kind of a ripoff agree-~

»
ment with anyone.

Judge Carrillo, do you know what E-151 relates

to? It is now another one of those items that
does not have a recital on it and I understand I
am calling for you to go back to 1971, Do you
have any recollection of what it is?

No, sir, except like I say, that when my equipment
was rented -- and I didn't do the actual renting
myself, because I wasn't there.

I mean, they -- I don't -- at that time I

trusted these peoole, both Mr, Couling and Mr.

Gonzalez to the end of the world,

You have heard the arrangement that the testimony
indicates that Cleofus Gonzalez would originate
those Benavides Implement and Hardware vouchers?

Yes, =ir.
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Do you recall that?

Yes, sir,

Unon which there would be issued a statement

and then a submission made to the county and you
have seen those claim jackets, have you not?
Yes, sir. |

Let me hand them to you, let me hand you =--

I might state -- say that what intrigues me,
see, [ have béen sufprised twice, both in the
federal court and in this court,

In the federal court I was surorised to hear
that Mr. Couling had invoices belonging to
Zertuche General Store which Mr. Cleofus Gonzalez
was the only individual that handled them.

Yes, sir,

And they ended up in the hands of Mr. Couling.

T was surpricsed over here to find out that invoices

of Mr, Couling's store were in the hands of Mr,
Cleofus Gonzalez over at our store, of which my
brother and myself had no knowledge of.

A1l right, how about =--

And it seems very clear tn me.that there is some
kind of a deal was going on betweep Cleofus

GConzalez and Mr, Couling because one evening Mr.
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Cleofus Gonzalez closes the donrs at our business
store and the next morning he ovens the doors at
Mr. Couling's store and just leaves comnletely
and without sny notice and také: off.
Judege Carrillo, you recall the summary schedules
that were introduced into evidence as to the
businese done by Benavides Implement and Hard-
ware with thp'wnter district and Benavides Inde-
nendent School Distfict and Duval County? I
think it is some three hundred and sixty-eight
thousand dollars total business,

Did you have any part =-- first nf all,
in creating those claims, any or all of them?
No, sir, like I say, I svent very little time at
the -- I owned the buildineg a hundred per cent,
the builing is completely mine,
What building now?
The Farm and Ranch Supply building,
A1l right.
The business is in vartnershin with my brother
wvhich was ruﬁ bv Cleofus Gonzalez at the time,
but I was -- I was very seldom there during the
time that I was 8 county attorney,

Then, after I became a district judge, I

almost never showed up at the nlace at all,
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Did you write any checks, S8y, taking when you
became judpe the first time, any checks or any
controls over any of those accounts, that is the
Farm and Ranch account or the Benavides Imnlement
and Hardware account or the Vertuche General
Store account or any of those?
I dn't believe I was even authorized to write
checks on the Farm and Ranch account. I might
be, I don't recall ﬁny.

I don't recall signing a signature card and
T don't believe that I ever signed any checks on
any account except my own account,
A11 right., Now, I'm going to show you -- the
ceries E-96 ~-~ E=95, I'm sorry, through and includ-
ing E-1%9, which apveared to be claim tackets,
vouchers or checks from the county, Judge Carrillo,

and I will ask you to examine them,
(Handed to the witness.)

Yes, sir, I have stulied those once.

I have asked-ybu prior to the time you took the
stand this morning?

Yes, sir, I have looked at them,

Now, first of all, the testimony of Mr, Couling

was that thoce items, that is the checks, the
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claims,; et ceera, the vouchers that were attached,
that is the Benavides --llnoking now at E-98,
that is Benavides Implement and Hardware?

Yes, sir,

I'm not pgoing to go through all of them, Judge
Carrillo, let's take E-98, it anpears to be a
voucher on the orinted Benavides Implement and
Hardware Comogny. am I correct?

Yes, sir, |

Which is Mr. Couling's business?

Yes, s=ir.

Now this is February of 1973, Did you have eny
knowledge of E-987

No, sir,

Did you have anything to do whatsoever with the
generating of E-98 either through your brother
Ramiro or through Rudolfo Couling or through
Cleofus Gonzalez or through Zertuche or through
anybody?

No, sir.

Did you know.of it's existence?

No, sir.

I'1l ask you, did you share in the -- did you
know anything about this B-453, the check being

A-100 in the amount of a thousand fifty-one
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dollars?

E-100, I think you =said AflOO.

No, this one, Judge Carrillo, D-453 is the claim
number.

Yes, sir, which is E-100.

Yes. which is E-100, thank you, I'm sorry. Did

»

you have any knowledge of that thousand and fifty-

one dollars?

No, sir,

It appears to have been deposited in the Benavides
Implement and Hardware account, am I correct?

Yes, sir.

Now, I think you have -- I have asked you but

did you have amthing to do with Benavides Imvle-
ment and Hardware?

None whatsoever. I never had anythine to do with
it.

You recall Mr., Cailing's testimony that he revorted
that all through those years., even after May of
71, as a sole proorietorshin owned by him, is
that corrécté

Yes, sir.

Do you recall that?

Yes, sir,

Even though he testified he was some character of
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nartnershiv sagreement betwven him and your brother
Ramiro in May -- I th{nk_he changed his testimony
and went to Aorilt May or June or 71, do you
recall that testimony?

Yes, sir,

You certainly had no cause to renort any income
from Benavides Imolement and Hardware, did you,
Judge Carrtllq?

I have never had anithing to do with Benavides
Implement and Hadware Company.

For the record, where is the building that that
business is sftuated in?

That is on the north side of the railroad track
in the center of Benavides, aovoroximately half
way between the Farm and Ranch Supnoly and Vaello
Sales Company.

Is it separate and apart from the premises known
as the Farm and Ranch?

Yes, sir.

And are those two in turn separate and avart
from the buiid{ng knomn as the Vaello sales build-
ing?

Yes, sir,

And the Vaello s2les building, I believe you

testified earlier was where the Zertuche Store
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commenced it's overations?
Yes, sir,
And your testimony is -- let me ask you this,
I want to get to this in & minute, but aside from
that root plow order, do you recall that?
Yes, sir.
That is documentedé
Yes, sir.
Is there any inter-connection in terms of Benavides
Implement and Hardware by you, was there any from,
say, January lst of 71, Judge Carrillo, to date?
Nn. sir,
Judge Carrillo, I think I have covered this ~-
the ~- but to be sure that the record is abun-
dantly clear, the political --
b MR, MITCHELL: Strike that and let me
go off the record. I just want to be sure
that the record is complete and I don't
want to burden it, Judge Mevyers, I think
I had be;ter --
Let me direct 2 few auestions to the volitical
makeup of the county,

The county is like any other county, I
suppose, you have commissioners that run for

commissioners?
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Yes, sir,

The county 1s divided into precincts like they
are in any other county?

Yes, sir,

And each precinet, a man runs for the commissioners
court, am I correct?

In each comm{ssioﬁnfs precinct, yes, sir.

In each commisstoner's precinct?

Yes, sir.

And how many have you got there?

Four, just the same as any other county in the
state of Texas,

And those are -- those races occur how often?
They alternate, the commissioners 1 and 3 run
together, for example, they will be running this
coming year and then commfssioners 2 and 4 will
run together. They alternate, they don't all
run at the same time,

A1l right, do they -=-

Every four years,

I'm sorry, wefe you finished?

Yes, sir,

Are those generally contested races?

Sometimes they sre,

And the commissioners court is presided over by
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the county judge?

Yes, sir.

And he runs like he does in sny other county, am
I correct?

Yes, sir,

And that judge was whom up until this year?
Archer Parr and Mr, Dan Tobin and now we have
another gentleman,
How about the Benavides Independent School Dis-
trict, is that elected just like it 1s -- they
are elected, seven school members and they run
three at a time, then two and then two, they
run every three years,
Up to 1974, Judge Carrillo --

MR, MITCHELL: Strike that,
Now, let me direct your attention --

MR, MITCHELL: Now, Your Honor, I

sm going to move and focus on the item

nineteen thousand one hundred and twenty-

two dollars and forty-five cents in Roman XII,

although I don't think I have ever come up
with the figure nineteen thousand., It is,
1 suppose, represented by the bulldozer

transaction,

Q Yes, sir, now, you have heard the testimony on
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the bulldozer, have you not, Judge Carrillo?

Yes, sir.

A1l right, let me ask you some auestiong apout it,
(Discussion off the record,)

A1l right, Judge Carrillo, you have there in
front of you a con?ract which has been identified
as Exhibit E-1607?

Yes, sir.

Between Plains Machinery and Benavides Implement
and Hardware?

That's correct, sir,

You have that in front of you?

Yes. sir,

It indicates that Benavides Implement and Hard-
ware by R, M, Couling as owner and Plains
Machinery Comvany by some gentleman there as
npresident, entered into an agreement dated
December 1l4th, 1972, to sell two Cﬁterpillar
tractors to Benavides Imolement and Hardware?
Yes. sir. |

Were you a varty to that agreement at all, do
you recall?

In a way, yes, sir,

Well, tell the Court please,.
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Well, this is --

Give us the background, Judge Carrillo,

The background is I was going to clear some
1and and I talked to a calesman from the Caterpillar
company, I mean from the Plains Machinery,

Now, they had two bulldozers there for sale
and 1 talked to them about buying one bulldozer
which I needed and they ouoted me a orice, and
I forget what the ofice was,

I had decided to go sahead and enter into
a rental purchase agreement with Plains Machinery
for one bulldorzer.

Did you talk to anyone about that decision?

Then Mr., Coulinpg, who was a good friend of mine,
also intended to do some clearing on his land

and he thought about buying the second bulldozer.
Then we thought perhaps both bulldozers could be
bought under the same agreement and we could save
some money by buying two instead of one, which we
did,.

The salé price came down apnroximately two
thousand or twenty~-five hundred dollars on each
bulldozer by taking both of them instead of just
one of them.

The idea was that when I used my bulldozer,

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE =« GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




2865

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

1 would pay the rental on them and when he used
the bulldozer he would pay the rentel on then,
whoever was using the bulldozer would oay the
maintenance on it and that was the origiaal con-
cent of entering into the purchase of this bull-
dorzer,

A1l right, did you have a comment -~ you indi-
cated you had some conversation and discussion
vith him somefime Df{or to the entry of that
contract E-1607?

Yes, sir,

A1l right, now, what -- give us please the results
of that -- is that what finally ended up in 1960
or was that agreement changed?

That was the agreement tht was entered into that
is now F~160,

A1l right, now, tell the Court please, did you
then take one of the bulldozers and rent it to
him?

No, when we first got started, I started using
both of them and tn pay the rent an both of
them now shortiy thereafter,

Now, let me interrunt, when you first got -~--
that would be in 1974, the contract there I

believe -~ look at it, isn't that dated --

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




2866

10
11
12
13
4
15
16
17
18

19

21

24

No.

T mean 73, I'm sorry.

This is January of 73, What havvened, Mr,
Mitchell, was that 1 had already entered into an

agreement to buy one bulldozer.

Q A1l right.

A

In December of 72 and then we changed it and

put both of them in one package deal a month
later, that is why you will notice that in the =--
aiso the contracts for the delivery of the --

of the root olows, there is also a time lapse
between them because there was one bulldozer that
was bought first and then & second one rather,
you know, agreed uvon the second one in two or
three weeks later,

A1l right, now d1d you enter into an agreement
with Benavides Implement and Hardware to rent
one or both of the bulldozers?

The agreement was that when I used.them, we would
oput both of them to work together with the
overators and the equipment, becsuse there is

a lot to go with =~ you don't just overate a
bulldozer, you have to get the operators, you
have to éet the greasing equinment, you have to

get the trucks, the tools, the msintenance. It
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is a big overation, it 1is not just a fly~-by-night
overation, )

Q@ A1l right, let me ask you this, you did emnloy
on your own nersonal account vnerators?

A Yes, sir,

Q And you did secure on your own personal account
the ancillary or suxiliary eouinment to operste
it?

A I had to go out and Suy mostly -- mostly there
is & lot of greasing -- greace pumos and what
have you and I'm not talking about little grease

pumps, big air compressor tyme to out into these

things.
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So the answer to the question is yes?

Everything to make a complete working operation.
And you did that on your own personal account?

I did.

And the reco;d speaks to checks given by you to
Benavides Implement and Hardware for 1974 rental?
When I used the bulldozers, I paid the rental and
kept up with the maintenance. When Mr. Couling
used them, he would pay the rental and kept up
the maintenance.

You paid them in excess of twenty thousand
dollars?

At least. What happened was this. Shortly
after I started clearing this brush, George Parr
came to me and said he wanted to use one of the
bulldozers. I explained to him the agreement we
had and they were on a rental-purchase basis and
that Mr. Couling was the one handling the
financial part of it and that I paid Mr. Couling
the rental part of it. He said, I will talk to
Mr. Couling, but he said, would you have any
objection if I used one of them and Mr., Parr was
a forceful man, He dominated anyone he talked to
or anything, so I said go ahead and use them.

Did he use one or two of them?
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He came and took one bulldozer.

When was that?

Shortly after we bought them. He took the
maintenance operator with him, because I insisted
that the bulldozer operator went with it because
of the maintenance on the bulldozer. All repair
jobs are expensive and unless you have a man to
take care of it, you run into a great deal of
expense, |

When did Mr. Parr take delivery of one of the
bulldozers, do you recall?

We had just got started. It was, I would say,
maybe a couple of months or shortly thereafter.
They came back for about -- he brought it back
for about three or four months, I guess, and then
took it again.

Are we talking about 19737

Yes.

Now, do you know the arrangements Mr. Parr had
with Mr. Couling as to that dozer he took and
used?

He told me he would pay the rental on his share
of that rental,

The checks you gave Benavides Implement and

Hardware, what were they for?
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A

T

|
I kept one bulldozer and one went to Mr. Parr |
and he told me he was paying the rental, however,
I kept hollering about the fact that no rental
had been paid on it. Mr. Parr toid we it had
been, but I questioned Mr. Couling on several
occasions about it and he said he was not being
paid rent by Mr. Parr.
There has been testimony that at the time of
George Parr's deatﬁ, both dozers were on his
ranch, |
Yes, what happened was, after I kept making these
payments, as evidenced by the fact that I paid
twenty thousand dollars to Benavides Implement
and Hardware for the use of one, which was more
than half of the rental on both dozers, I kept
complaining and finally a letter was received
where Plains Machinery was getting ready to
repossess, as a matter of fact, they wanted to
find out the location of the bulldozers to pick
them up.
Did you havé an interest in them?
I had twenty thousand of a thirty-five thousand
dollar contract involved, and when they came up
and said they were four months in arrears and

they were going to repossess them, then I came to
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‘Machinery, which had been retﬁrned, so I asked

‘purchase agreement. They were going to pick them

Corpus Christi and talked to Mr. Red Kurtz and
I told him I wanted to buy the -- well, one thing,
I had almost in a sense made myself responsible.
Plains Machinery and B. D. Holt Company knew
who I was and my financial status and knew I
would stand responsible for the payment of this
equipment. I came over to Mr. Kurtz and I wanted
to know what was going on and he showed me where
it was delinﬁuent for six thousand dollars. There

was a check that had been paid to Plains

Mr. Kurtz if I could buy the contract instead of

them repossessing, because they were on a rental-

up.

You mean Plains told you they were theirs?

They were, because they are on a lease-purchase
agreement. I believe there is a check in the mail
this week, which is the final payment, and it is
a rental purchase contract and the title remains
with Plains Machinery. I talked with Mr. Kurtz
and I told him my situation and I told him the
dozers had been used over at the Parr Ranch and
I had paid my share of it and I wanted to keep

them.
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"said I took a whipping in that first part of this

He told me he could not continue to do
business with Benavides Implement and Hardware or
Mr. Couling and I said i will buy the contract,
so 1 gave him a check for six thousand dollars
and told him that if the three thousand dollar
check was made good, that I was buying the contract
for the balance due on them.

We entered into a new contract and agreement
and I wrote him a check for six thousand dollars
and made the payments on them. Then shortly
after that, after I did this, George Parr goes
after the bulldozers again. MHe needs them again.
He wanted to clean and clear several acres to
plant some grain. At that time I told him I
don't know what kind of deal you had with
Mr. Couling, but I have bought the contract and
I am on the rental-purchase end of this thing and

I am making the rental payments myself and I

deal and he said well, I paid Couling the rental
on that one bulldozer I had and he said -- but
now I need both of them, because I need to get
through with this in a hurry. He said when I
get through in March or April, clearing my fields,

I will send you all of the bulldozers and 1 said
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no, I needed to get mine back, because I knew the!
equipment he had was county equipment.

I said I need to get mine back and you pay
the rental end he said fine Thea 2 came to me
with the idea that the county would pay me the
rental on the bulldozers he was using. I said
no, sir, if that is the case, I will pay the
rental myself, but I would like to get my
bulldozers back immediately.

Did you do that, as a matter of fact?

Well, shortly thereafter, the situation got into
a bad situation between Mr.Parr and myself and we
had a terrible disagreement. He started chasing
me all over the county with a gun and finally
committed suicide.

Were the dozers ever redelivered?

One of them was. The other was totally burned
and ruined and it cost me six or seven thousand
dollars to repair it and the parts were three
thousand dollars themselves.

You continued to pay that account, which was, I
believe now has been superceded?

Yes, I did, because I had too much money invested
in them.

And I believe you testified now that has been paid

-t
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off?
The last payment.was twelve hundred dollars and
either a check has been issued through my office
or is being issuéd this week to completely
finalize the rental contract on that.
Now, the record reflects some twenty thousand
dollars you paid in rental, is that correct?
MR, ODAM: I am sorry. 1 asked co-couns
a minuté ago,Abut I am not sure where the
twenty thousand dollar figure comes from.
MR. MITCHELL: Well, the checks payable
to Benavides Implement and Hardware.
THE WITNESS: They are labeled rental
on bulldozers.
(By Mr. Mitchell) Judge, I hand you R-52. That
is the six thousand that you paid at the time
you -~
Yes, this is a check paid to Plains Machinery
after we entered into the second contract.
Let's see if I can find some of those other
rentals., R-54 is for two thousand five hundred
forty-nine dollars, that is a payment on Plains
Machinery?
Yes, that is on the contract after I took it over.

The ones going to Mr. Couling were paid to
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Benavides Implement and Hardware.

R-51, 52, 53 and 54 are payments you made to
Plains after R-50 was eﬁtered into?

Yes, sir,

Now, this is the 58 series. Let me hand you now,
for the purpose of looking at the 58 series, those|
are checks dated in 1973 payable to Benavides
Implement and Hardware?

Yes, sir,. |

And all but one, and that is the series 58-1,

2, 3, 4 and 5, right up through 11, is that
correct?

Yés, sir.

What do those checks represent?

It is rental, with the exception of one. It says
pear burners. I don't remember buying pear
burners from them.

That is Mr. Couling's handwriting, is it not?
Yes, sir.

At any rate, on R-58-1, 2, 3, 4 --

5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 11.

That is right. Tell us what those represent.
Those are checks made payable to Benavides
Implement and Hardware as my share of the rental

on the Caterpillar in question.
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Judge Carrillo, R-51, 2, 3, and 4, are additionali
sums you paid after you took the contract over

on R-507?

Yes, plus some more. i
Did I ask you to make a calculation on how much |
money you paid in the form of rental?

Yes, sir. Maybe we ought to add them up right
now.

Would it be fwentyQEive or thirty thousand dollars|?
To Benavides Implement and Hardware, I think it
comes out at approximately twenty thousand dollars
just about., I have the originals. There might

be one missing here that we found later, but it
comes up to approximately twenty thousand dollars.
That does not include R-51, 2, 3 and &4, does it?
After I paid Benavides Implement and Hardware

this money, then I went and assumed the contract
and paid that.

Are you telling this Court those funds came out
of your own personal account?

Yes, sir.

ﬁid you have an arrangement with Couling or Parr
or anybody to get these monies paid to you by the
county?

No, sir,
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Do you recall the deposit slips reflected the
58-1 through and including 11 series were
deposited in the Rio Grande City bank?

Yes.

I believe some other deposits were made in that
account from the county?

Yes, sir.

Do you know what arrangements Mr. Parr made with
Mr. Couling fo pay'the rental for the other dozer
Mr. Parr was using?

When he came over to make the payment on them
this last time, just before he died, when he told
me he was going to use the same arrangement with
me he did with Couling, and have the county pay
the rental to Plains Machinery, I said no, sir,

I would not have that.

You don't know what his arrangement was then?
From the arrangements he tried to make with me,

I think it was the arrangement he had with

Mr. Couling, but I can't say that for sure.

Now, the series of exhibits for the deposit slips,
they reflect a deposit of your checks, do you
recall that?

Yes, sir, I am trying to figure out whether we

have all of the checks here, That is the reason
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I wanted to add them up. If they come to twenty

thousand dollars, they are either there or I have

them in my briefcase.

Well, your best recollection would be that is
something there around twenty thousand?

Yes.

And in addition, the payment made to Elains?
Yes.

Plus the payﬁents you have made this year?

Yes, sir,

Now, the record reflects, if my recollection is
correct, those checks payable to Benavides
Implement and Hardware were deposited to

Mr. Couling's account, do you recall that?
Well, I handed him my check for my share of the

rental on the bulldozers. I don't know what

account he put them in. He testified that I told:

him to open up an account in the Rio Grande City
bank, but I told all my friends to open accounts
at the bank, because I am a stockholder in that
bank. I don't deny that.

Was there any sinister motive about that or were
you promoting your bank?

I was promoting the bank and 1 will today if

anyone wants to open an account,
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There were deposits in that account that exceeded
three thousand or thirty-five hundred dollars

and that is made up by your checks and the county
checks? .

Yes.

And the county checks were payable to Benavides
Implement and Hardware?

Yes, sir.

And they were endorsed and deposited in that
account and they were the checks written from the
Benavides Implement and Hardware to the Plains
Machinery and those exhibits -- do you recall
those?

Yes, sir. I might state, if 1 had gone directly
on my own to deal with Plains Machinery, without
having agreed to this in a sense, to accommodate
Mr. Couling so he could get a bulldozer, also,

1 would have come out better with the payments

I have made.

You have done business with Plains Machinery for
many, many years, have you not?

Yes, sir.

And you have bought many, many things from that
store?

Yes, sir.
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And you didn't need Mr. Couling to front for you,
did you?

No, I could go in right.now and buy anything I
wanted, probably, without a down payment, I
imagine.

Was there any dealing that you had with

Mr. Couling about the title, that you would own
them both or all? The written contract reflects
it as a lease agreément.

Yes, sir.

Was there a kind of buy-back deal or kind of
secret arrangement?

No, it was something we talked about as friends.
If they were worth anything at the end, we would
dispose of them.

The evidence reflects in January and through
April of 1974, there was some difficulty with
that account, do you recall that?

Yes, sir, could I have those ghecks again?

Are you referring to your checks, too?

Yes,.sir, because as I understood, Plains
Machinery, they did -- they had not received any
payments from December, January and February
from Benavides Implement and Hardwére. They were

three or four months in arrears. I had paid

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE « GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




2881

10

11

12

13

4

15

16

17

18

19

21

24

Mr. Couling in January, 1974, three thousand
five hundred fifty dollars. The money had not
begn turned over to Plains Machinery.

That is R-58-9 that you have there?

Yes.

And that is your check to Benavides Implement
and Hardware for three thousand five hundred
fifty dollars rent for -- what does that say?
December and January.

Okay.

Then I came over to Plains Machinery and I found
out these months were in default. 1 had already
paid that money before that.

You recall Mr. Couling's testimony as regards
E-150, do you not?

Yes.

When you talked to Plains Machinery in 1974,
Judge Carrillo, they told you the account was in
default at that time. Did you contact Mr. Couling
on that?

Yes, sir.

He did cash your check and take your money for
the rental, did he not?

Yes, sir.

What type of terrible disagreement did you have
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with George Parr?
The terrible disagreement was the D.A, filed
proceedings against some school board members
and his nephew, fhe county judge, and I proceeded
to remove them and I was stopped on the highway --
well, I was in Rio Grande City and the district
attorney advised me he was going to file these
removal proceedings.
This testimony is éet out also in Arnulfo Guerra'
testimony, is that correct?
Yes.
When was this, do you recall what year?
'75, March, 1975.
MR. ODAM: We would object to this
line of questioning as to this man's
relationship to George Parr. 1 don't see
the relevancy with the removal petition as
to this Roman Numeral, because this is going
to the dozers and --
THE MASTER: Mr. Odam, there has been
an effort to impeach or discredit
Mr. Gonzalez and Mr, Couling on the grounds

they are members of one political faction

and Judge Carrillo another and I think on th

credibility issue this would be relevant.
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(By Mr. Mitchell) Judge Carrillo, it has been
previously testified there were petitions to
remove the trustees of the Benavides Independent

School District.

Yes,

You are familiar with the removal statutes,

MR. MITCHELL: - One other point, and
that is, George Parr, in 1975, lost his
cloud and he could not generate the money
to pay for ﬁhose bulldozers and that is the
reason ~-

MR. ODAM: That is speculation.

MR. MITCHELL: No, it is not.

Well, the record reflects there was a
default in 1974 of the Benavides Implement
and Hardware account,

THE MASTER: Correct,

MR. MITCHELL: And the evidence reflects
that the judge paid his payments, but there
were no payments forthcoming from the other
dozer and that is because at the time Parr
had his problem with the I.R.S. and -~

THE MASTER: Well, in any event, the
objection is overruled. You may continue.

MR. MITCHELL: Thank you, Judge.

sir.
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being from Duval County, you have seen them
worked hard, have you not?

I am familiar with them.

Does the judge have anything to do with the
pleadings of those?

No, sir.

Who does that?

The district attorney or the county attorney.

The statute has a well defined procedure, does it
not?

Yes, sir.

Were you in a conspiracy with or have an
agreement with any of the enforcement agencies as
to the removal of anybody from office in the first
part of this year or last year?

No, like I say, there was talk for about a week

or so before that that the district attorney was
going to file the removal proceedings. He did not
advise me personally until one day when I was in
Rio Grande City and he had the petitions for the
school trustees removal with him.

What is the significance of the petition and
school trustees; how does that relate to George
Parr?

It is an application for the temporary suspension
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from office for a public official pending a
hearing on the merits of the case.

Q I will ask you this: The trustees of the
independent school distxict, they do ewploy the
tax assessor for that school district?

A Yes, sir.
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Now, the tax ascescor-collectar of that digtriet

wac whom?

Rudolfo Couline,

And the members of that Bensvides Indenendent
School District, were they Parr neoole?

Yes, sir, thev were,

A1l right, and orior to, say, Januarv lst of

74, was there any split between the Carrillos and
the Parr peoole?

There was,

And tell us about that,

Well, there had been a split between the families !
back in 74, both the school and the orimary elec-
tions,

And tell us the reason for that solit, Judge
Carrillo, 7f you know {t, Did it have anything '
to do with the federasl I.R.S. investigations and
the testimony given by your daddy?

Well, my father and my brother had testified
ageinst George Parr and Archer Parr both,

Where?

In the federal court,

What federal court, Judpe Carrillo?

Federal courts here in Corpus Christi and the

federal court in Sen Antonio.
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A1l right, In San Antonio was the George Parr
case, am I correct?
The Corpus Christi was the Parr case,
And the San Antonin was the --

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, I would --
The San Antonio was the Archer Parr case,

MR, ODAM: Your Honor, I would again
like to have an understanding that I object
to the relevancy, and I know it has been
overruled, but I wish the Court would keev
it in mind as we go intn dealings with
George Parr and as I understand the Court
admitted the testimony on the credibility
of Mr, Cleofus Gonzalez and Mr. Rudolfo
Couling,

THE MASTER: Certainly, at least that,
and I am not sure that is the only ourpose
but at least that,

MR, ODAM: I do not want to continue
to object, but if this continues to go on,
I just would like to have » standing obiec-
tion as to relevancy and -~ as to this, as
we have the protracted discussion of these
removal petitions dealing with George Parr,

THE MASTER: You may have » continuing
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objection on the pgrounds of relevancy, but
it is overruled.
MR, ODAM: A1ll right.
(By Mr. Mitchell:) Your father and your brother
testified for the government in the U, S. v,

Archer Parr trial in San Antonio, am I correct?

And Archer Parr was convicted and is vpresently
in the federal penifentfary, am I correct?

Yes, sir.

Your brother and your father testified against
Georce Parr in the U, S, v, Georsge Pass case in

the Southern District in Capus Christi?

And that testimony led to the conviction of

George Parr, am I correct?

Was that the source of the initial split and
separation between the Parrs and the Carrillos?
Yes, sir, and then after that, my brother was
running for Ehe Senate and George Parr and Archer
Parr refused to suoport him and Mr, Clinton
Manges wanted to run Mr. Ashby as a member of

the school board against one of the present

school board members and George Parr and Archer
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Also, in the city electinns, the Parrs ran
a slate and we ran a slate and we onposed them
and we won those elections and I mean the candi-
dates that we supvorted, or were supvorted by
the Carrillo faction won the election.

Mr. Parr was not used to that and he took
off after us,
A1l right, now in adaition, the Chapna boys, that
is the boys that have testified here, Ruben was

a candidate for the school board, wasn't he?

A Yes, he ran against my father,

Q

Ran against your daddy as he was sponsored by
the Parr faction?

That's correct,

And as a matter of fact, won it, didn't he?
Yes, sir,

Oscar Sanchez, all of those folks that have
been here they were all Perr pneovple and have
been and continue to be, am I correct, Judge
Carrillo?

Yes, sir.

And when the split occurred, they all moved,
including Cleofus Gonzelez, Rudolfo Couling,

Ruben Chapa, Rudolfo Chana, Oscar Sanchez,
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. Up to seven hundred dollars,

Francisco Ruiz, all of those were Parr peonle

that moved &nd went over to the Benavides Imple-

ment and Hardware location?

That's correct, Theywere all emoloyed, with the

exception of Rudolfo Chaps, they were all employed

I believe =- no, maybe Ruben Chana was not either,

by my brother as the county commissioner and they

were getting pa{d three or four hundred dollars

a month and it was élear to see that that was

a stronghold, you know, haying those families there
What haopened was they came in overnight

and offered them six and seven hundred dollars

a job to quit over here and go over there and

from day to the other, they were working over

at the other nlace.

So to the man, they left jobs of two hundred

and twenty-five or two hundred and thirty dollars

and Archer Parr out them on the vayroll at what,

four, five, six or seven hundred dollars?

Sure, and that is where they are right today?
That's right.

And they lwe been the same folks that testified
in the impeachment hearings, the same folks

who testified in the I,R.S. hearings and the

5
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same folks that have testified here, am 1 cor-
rect?

Yes, sir.

And have you not heard it ststed or represerted
to you that thgy would testify until they des-~
troyed you and your family?

They have told it to my face.

Now, going back, Judge Carrillo, to the hearings
at the earlylirt of 75, did Rudolfo -- I'm
sorry, did Arnulfo Guerra, the district attorney,
present you as the district juke, petitions --
information, I believe they are called under

the statute to file application for removal?

It is an application for leave to file.

A1l right.

He told me in Rio Grande City that he wes going
to file it and I told him that I was going to
lesve Rio Grande City-that morning and I was
going towards Laredo and I told him that I would
come back to San Diego and to do it at the
courthoue in San Diego and I would see him at
the countyhouse at either two or three o'clock,
You ride a circuit, you are a circult judge that
rides a circuit of the 229th?

Yes, sir.
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And the districts are Starr County --

Jim Hogg and Duval.

And you have =-- would you characterize your docket
as fairly full, Judge Carrillo?

Yes, sir,

You heard the itinerary, I believe, from Mr,

Nye as he tetified that you would be one week in
one county and the next week in the next week and
the next week in the.next one and one week of
the month you would be -~

Yes, sir, I have testif‘ed to that here also at
the beginning.

At the beginning?

.Yes.

A1l right, you were down at Starr, you were on
the Starr County end of your district?

Yes, sir, and I told him I would come back and
hear them in Duval, I did not want to hear them
in Jim Hogg County. I didn't want to present
them in Starr County rather, and I said I will
return to Saﬁ Diego and I will have a hearing

on them this afternoon and that he could present
them to me at that time,

And one of these -- do you know whether or not

one of the comnlaints that the district attorney
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has was the alleged allegations at that time
that Mr. Couling had destroyed certain records?
Yes, sir,

Do you recesll his tetimony in this courr?

Yes, =ir,

That he not only took them, he hid them and
destroyed them?

Yes, sir,

Did you sign the necessary orders then to set

a hearing for the removal, Judege Carrillo?

No, 1 was sunvnsed to meet Mr. Cuerra at two or
three o'clock that afternoon at the courthouse,
whatever time {t weas and on the way to the court-
house just before 1 left the courthouse, Mr,
Clinton Manges called me and he said, "1 am
over at Georpe Parr's house and you hetter not
come over to the courthouse hecauce he's poing
to shoot you." And I sald, "No, Georpe Parr
would never shoot me, he would never kill me",
and he sgid, "Yes, he {s."

Anyway, he safd -- but he didn't tell me
he was going to shoot me, he just =aid are you
coming to Sen Diego and I said ves and he =aid
what route are you taking and T =saf{d that I was

just -- said that there was ju<t one mite to take,
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just one highway and tlrt is when he met me on
the highway and told me that George Parr -- he
said, "I have just left George Parr and he is
walting for you at the courthoﬁse and the moment
you stop in your office, he's going to kill you,"
And 1 said, "Georpe Parr wouldn't kill me,"
And he said, "Judge, you better believe it and
uhderstand it that the man is serious and he is
going to shoot you." And he showed me the gun
and, '"he is on his way over there to shoot you."

So, he convinced me and he said, "Then after
he shoots you, he igs going to go out and shoot
Oscar, so if you have a chance, you tell your
brother and you just get out of here."

So he convinced me and T went back to the
ranch,
Did you contact --
I went back to my house and I sent word to my
brother that Oscar be notified of ﬁhat was going
on and I went'back to my house and I left the
house and I didn't want to endanger my fam{ly and
I went on to the ranch and I started to meke a
phone call to the F.B.I. when my mother walked
into the room and I hanped upo.

Then, as I left the house, I told my brother
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to be sure and get hold of -- call either the
Texas Rangers, the F.B,I., the Secret Service,
or whoever you can get ahold of because I under-
stand this is hapoening and I don't know whether
it is true or not but it is sunovosed to be and

I am going to the ranch and I will be there.

So I went to mv ranch,

And did Range; Powvell come to the ranch?

Ranger Powell came in later on that evening,

well shortly thereafter, and I was worried because

my brother never showed up with a message of
vhat had happened., So I sent my bailiff, no,
I sent my court revorter, he was with me, and

I said, "You go back to town and find out what

is happening to my brother and you tell my bailiff,

Tom, to get on over here."

So then, the district attorney showed up
and the Texas Ranger showed up and the whole
bunch of people showed up,

Did they give you protection, Judge Carrille?

. They started giving my protection.

A1l right,
The following day I went back to the courthouse
and signed the removal proceedings and then I --

pursuant to that statement that was made to the
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Internal Revenue Service and order that was
mailed out to pick up Mr. George Parr,
You gave a statement to the I.R.5. because he
was out on bond at that time?
I complsined that he was out to kill me and when
he found out that he was going -- that there was
gdng to be a hearing held that afternoon, he
took after me_and word got to me that he was out
to kill me and 1 cailed the Texas Ranger again
and Mr. Parr had gone to my house and gone into
the driveway and circled the house several times.
The word got back to me not to come close
to the house. Rancer Powell took me over there --
by then I had suitcases packed all the time and
so I just grabbed my suitcase and they escorted
me and I was taken and hidden at a hotel in
McAllen until I was notified that the body of
Mr, Parr had been found.
Now, Mr, Parr was arrested largely on the basis
of your affidavit given to the F.B,I. about his
conduct, wasﬁ't he?
He was never arrested, His attorneys were noti-

fied that there wags & hearing to be held and

his lawyers had statements from the federal

district attorney as to the complaints against
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Mr., Parr and he =-- and he left Corpus Christi and

there was a gentleman with them who was the one
that spotted my bailiff and told him that -- to
advise me not to come out of the house where I

was, he said, because George Parr knows that he

is there and he is going to shoot him,

A1l right, |

So I stayed in the house and called for protection
and they came in and-got me and then they took

me back to -- they took me back into McAllen,

A1l right., As a matter of fact, Judge Carrillo,
your car had been shot up on occasion about that
period?

Later on, I received several threats of that,
after George Parr committed suicide, The blame
was on me that I was the one that was responsible
for the life of George Parr and that his people
were out to get me, and it was renorted to me on
several occasions that my life was in danger,

Then one day Captain Wood of the Texas
Rangers and Téxas Ranger Powell csme to my house
and they said, "We don't want to alrm you, but
there is -- we have an informer who was ninety-nine
per cent correct and there is a car coming in

from Mexico, it is a pink Cadillac, we don't
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know the year, but we think it is a 68 or 69 and
tey are coming over here with the express purpose
of killing you."”

I csaid, "Well, if your information is so
correct, then I guess the best thing for me to
do was to leave, I don't want to =-- I'm living
here with my parents and I don't want to put
them in danger.”

They saia, "If you leave, the word will
get out that you already have the information
that has been leaked, The best thing for you to
do is just to stay here and sort of pnlay a
sitting duck, you know, and we will have you
covered at a1l times."

In the meantime, they wondered if I had
friends who worked at the International Bridges
along the border and I told them that I did,
and I called the folks who work for the Texas
Liaguor Control and on a secret basis, they were
supposed to be looking out for this automobile
which might bé coming in from Mexico.

Nothing ever happened except that my house
was shot at twice and my car wa s shot at --
was blasted up once,

During this period of time?
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Yes, =ir,

A1l right,

So it hasn't been an easy time,

A1l right, now, Judge Carrillo, let's separate
the vetitions for the removal of the trustees of
the Benavides Independent School District, and

I believe you testified that that petition was
signed and thg hesring was held and an order
entered into removiné, am I correct?

Yes, sir.

And I believe Mr. Rudolfo Couling was thereafter
dismissed, is tht correct?

About a week later,

All right, now how about a pefttion, did one of
the law enforcement agencies there nresent you

a vetition for the removal of the county judge?
‘he same, the district attorney.

Now, when -- excuse me,Judge Carrillo. Now, in
point of time, was the suit for the removal of
the ~- first of all, did you have anything to
do that was tﬁurooer or contrary to the statutes
with initiating the petition against the school --
membersof the school board, Judge Carrillo?

*hey were initi ated by the district attorney and

I knew the moment he told me what he was going
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to do, I knew there was going to be problems,

but I told Ranger Powell when he asked me if I

ws going to go onvthrough and hear them, and if
need be remove him, and I told him if the day
approached that I could not do my iob as a
district judge, I would resign, that Iwas going
to hold a2 hearing #nd if it was onresented to me,
I was going to hold a hering and do whatever the
law reauired of me Qs a district judge, That is
exactly what I was going to do.

You, of course, understood the ststute to provide
that the district court, once those nleadings

were filed, was under a8 statutory duty to hold a
hearing, am I right, Judge Carrillo?

Yes, sir., As a matter of fact, the district
judge who is now holding court in my district

at this time has already removed two other offi-
cials,

The same proceeding, the same district attorney,
am I correct?

the same disfrict attorney,

The same agency?

The same everything,

All right{ now, Judge Carrillo, was there a

vetition thereafter filed ~-
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MR, MITCHELL: Judge Meyers, I know
ve are close to break time and I am peginning
to start a new subject,

THE YMASTER: I'm glad you looked at
the clock, I was curious, it sounded to me
like you were,

MR, MITCﬁELL: Yes, sir.

THE MASTER: We will be in recess until

10:20,

(Whereupon the hearing was in recess
from 10:00 a.m. until 10:20 a.m. of the

same day.)
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Judge Carrillo, prior to the break, I had asked
;

/&ou as regards removal proceedings filed by the

D.A.

Yes, sir.

Was there a separate action commenced by the D.A.

as related to Archer Parr?
Yes.
Who was Archer Parx?
He was the county judge.
Do you know when he was elected?
'58, I believe.
And was, up until recently, the county attorney?
County judge.
I am sorry, county judge.
Archer Parr was the nephew of George Parr?
Yes, sir.
And had George Parr's backing?
Yes.
Was George Parr an official in that county?
He was a member of the school board of trustees
over in San Diego.
I believe Archer Parr had been indicted by the
Grand Jury and you mentioned earlier was tried
and given ten years before Judge Suttle, sitting

in the Western District of San Antonio, is that

|
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correct?

Yes,

Do you recall when thatbwas?

It was approximately April or May of 1974, as T
recall.

Can you tell us whether or not your father and
your brother were government witnesses in that
case?

Yes, sir.

They were?

Yes, sir.

Following that trial, was there a petition for
removal filed in Duval County of Archer Parr?
Yes, sir.

When, in point of time, was the suit filed?
Approximately three or four days later.

Who drew that suit?

The D.A.

What action ﬁere you, as district judge, called
on to take?

I replaced him temporarily.

Can you recount for this Court the application
for the petition for mandamus in relation to the
State versus Archer Parr?

Well, there were quite a few.
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What about the objects and results of those?
The objects were to disqualify me, to cause me
not to proceed with the‘case and there were writs
of probation and writs of mandamus filed.
And I represented you in those cases?
Yes, sir.
And the suit was filed by Arnulfo Guerra, was it
not?
Yes.
And to summarize, the Court of Civil Appeals in
San Antonio issued a conditional mandamus and
refused to disqualify you?
Yes.
And the Court caused that case to be tried?
Yes.
And it was tried before you in Hebbronville,
before you, for how long?
About a month.

That case was just firmed last week.
I was going to ask you about that. Was there an
appellate decision on that?
Yes.
What was that result?
It was affirmed.

During this same period of time, was there
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another petition filed?

There were numerous petitions, almost every
three or four days.

Filed by Mr. Parr?

Yes, sir,

Can you tell this Court whether or not the
Supreme Court refused to grant relief?

Yes.

Who was Archer Parr's attorney?

Marvin Foster.

And has the state bar proceeded against Archer
Parr to disbar him?

Yes.

Was that filed in your court?

Yes. This was filed against George Parr and
Archer Parr shortly after the conviction in
federal court,

Did those cases come regularly to trial?

No, sir, Mr. Terry Canales was representing
Archer and George Parr and he filed a motion for
continuance.

Terry Canales is from Premont?

Yes.

Was he the attorney of record for Archer and

George Parr?
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Yes.
And would you characterize him as a Parr man?
Yes, he was a pallbeare? at the funeral of George
Parr.
And he was a member of the House of Representative
of the State of Texas?
Terry Canales' father posted a one hundred and
twenty thousand dollar bond for Archer Parr in
San Antonio.
And would you say they were very close?
Yes.
And were you and Terry Canales very close?
Yes, sir.
Was there some rift that developed between you
and Terry Canales?
Yes.
MR. ODAM: I would reurge the objection
of relevancy, Your Honor,.
We have gone through Archer Parr and
George Parr and now we have moved to Terry
Canales.
THE MASTER: What 1s the relevancy of
Judge Carrillo's relationship with Terry
Canales in this hearing?

MR. MITCHELL: Judge, we have pled the
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impeachment and the. Task Force and how it
all finds its genesis in the Parr-Carrillo
split. This testimony is offered for the
purpose of showing, if it please the Court,
in support of our pretrial motions, that
the Judicial Qualifications procedure, as
initiated by the Attorney General's office
had its genesis in a nonrelationship with
this man's office and that is why we are
offering it.
THE MASTER: Well, let me ask you this:
Will you offer it on a bill if I sustain
the objection?
MR. MITCHELL: Yes.
THE MASTER: I will overrule the
objection,
(By Mr. Mitchell) 1In light of the Judge's
ruling, and with the objection and the Court's
ruling, did you receive a call from Terry
Canales?
Yes, sir.
When did you receive that call?
About three days after he filed the impeachment
proceedings in the legislature.

You are talking about his sponsoring the
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resolution before the legislature?

Yes.

And that is HSR-6117

Yes.

You had received a telephone call from him three
or four days before that, from Terry Canales?
Yes, sir.

What was the status of the state bar's petition
to disbar Archer Parr and George Parr at that
time?

They were pending on the docket of my court, and
the legislature was about to close and the cases
were about a couple of months away from trial.
The continuance had been filed when, do you
recall, the tail end of 19747

Yes, sir.

And you, of course, honored the statute by
granting that?

Yes, sir.

Was the case to disbar Archer Parr set for trial?

Yes.

What actlon was taken in that case?
I disqualified myself.

Was it tried?

Yes, by another judge.

|
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What was the result of that?

He was disbarred.

H-w about George Parr?

Well, Terry Canales told me if I didn't step
down from these cases --

What cases?

I took it to mean the Parr cases, that he was
going to introduce a resolution calling for my
impeachment.

When was that conversation held in terms of the
month?

I know it was in Hebbronville, because I was

in court when the message came from Terry
Canales.

Were the other removal cases pending at that time
for the school board?

Yes.

And the state bar cases were pending against
Archer Parr and George Parr?

Yes, sir.

And tell us about that, your conversation with
Terry Canales.

It was short and flat and clear. He told me if
I didn't step down, he was going to introduce

that resolution and I told him I would do what I
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thought best and 1 didn't believe in threats and
I was not going to come down to my knees just \
because he told me he was going to take me befores
the legislature. i
The resolution was introduced by him, was it not?‘
Yes.
He introduced a resolution to abolish Arnulfo
Guerra's post as well, aid he not?
Yes, sir.
And the Senate refused to hear that?
Yes, sir.
Now, let me ask you about the Task Force. We will
move to something else.

What was the Task Force and what is it and
what did you have to do with it and so forth?
The Task Force is the Attorney General, when they
move to Duval County, to investigate the different
political subdivisions. The Attorney General
would not come down unless I agreed it was all
right for them to do so.
What month was this?
I don't remember the month. I think it was around
April or -- I think of 1975.
And did Attorney General Hill come to Duval

County?
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He called me and met first in my office with me
and then in court and I welcomed him to come to
Duval County. |
And that appearaﬁce was transcribed in open court,
was it not?
Yes.
Aside from the district attorney, who was in the
Task Force?
The Attorney General and his staff and the Texas
Rangers.
Now, let me ask you when -- to move to another
subject, the record reflects that back in May of
this year, you received a formal notice from the
Judicial Qualifications Commission.
Yes.
THE MASTER: You said formal notice.
In the sense that we are speaking here, I
thought it was in May he received the first
notice and the formal notice in June or July
and the amended notice in August, is that
correct?
MR. MITCHELL: I believe that is
correct, Your Honor.
THE MASTER: You used formal notice in

another sense.
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MR. MITCHELL:  Right, Your Honor.
1 was precise because I was leading up
to conversations held prior to that time.
THE MASTER: All right.
(By Mr. Mitchell) Judge Carrillo, prior to May,
1975, I will ask you this: Had you received
communications and been in contact with Mr, Pipkin
the executive secretary of the Judicial Qualificad
Commission, as regérds complaints initiated in
Starr County by the Guerras?
Yes, sir.
Did the executive secretary, Mr. Pipkin,
communicate with you about problems against you
and the administration of your office against the
Guerra boys?
Yes, sir.
Who are the Guerras?
They were the political dominating family in
Starr County for years and years. They were
until they lost over to what they called the New
Party.
Was the New Party that took over in Starr County
as well?
Yes.

And the Guerra boys dominated Starr County

ions
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politics for years and years?
Yes.
Who is that; who were the Guerras?

J. C. Guerra and Virgil and Ruben, Forrest, and

there were quite a few.
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Who is the one that testified un there at --
before the House Subcommittee?

J. C, Guerra.

Who is J. C. Guerra?

He used to be the mayor of Roma, I understand he
resigned,

Judge Carrillo, have you had any communication
orior to this year with J. C., Guerra with com-
nlaints that he had shout your conduct as a judge
in that county?

Every time he was unsatisfied with the jury com-
missioners that I named, he would compnlain to
the Judicial Qualifications Commission,

Now, let me ask you, did you ever have any com-
nlaint from Joe Guerra or J. C., Guerraabout any-
thing except the members of the jury commissioners
that you would appoint for that county?

That 1s =11,

As you understand the law, the court avpoints

te jury commissioners and they, fn turn, select
the Grand Jufy?

Yes, sir,

Was the nature of his complaint, Judge Carrillo,
what was the nature of his complaint?

He wanted me to avvoint certain people on them
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and I evopointed -~ I used my own -- my own

choire,

Let me ask you something, was it vyour indication

from what he communicated to vou that he wanted

an input into who was on the commission and,

therefore, who was on the Grand Jury?

He wanted to control the court.

And did you ever accede to his demand?

No, sir, I did not,.

You did not?

No, sir,

Did he ever give you suggestions of who to put

on the commission or the Grand Jurys?

Yes,

And would you
demands as to
mission or on

Not to all of

ever accede tn his reaguests or
vho would be put on the jury com-
the Grand Jury, Judge Carrillo?

them. Sometimes, you know, there

wvere recommendations from different neoonle in

Starr County and I wasn't too well scouainted

with the pooulastion of the peonle who reside

there and I would ask different county officilals

and different

individuals for recommendations

and I would use my own decision to . make it uon.

All right, now the conversation you had with Mr,

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS

717 ANTELOPE «- GUARANTY BANK PLAZA

CORPUS CHRIST!, TEXAS 78401



2917

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

24

Pipkin related prior ~- nrior to May now gener-
ally to the complaints of Mr., Cuerra, am I cor-
rect?

A ¥s, sir.

Q And as a matter of fact, didn't Mr. Guerra submit
some charecter of vetition signed by some of the
folks down in Starr County to Mr, Pipkin and
wasn't that netition called to your attention and
Mr, --

A I think Mr, Pinkin was the best witness of that,
He complainted about the Grand Jury composure
just about the time that he was unsatisfied with
the way the pnersons who wre na2med to the Grand
Jury Commission,

Q Can you tell this Court thﬁt you could have
stonped all of that business by just letting
him run your Grand Jury down there in Starr
County, couldn't you, Judge Carrilloe?

A No question about that,

Q And I believe there was -- you had discussed that
with Mr, Piokin and that matter was put to rest,
am I correct?

A Mr, Piokin and I discussed both that matter of
-the Grand Jury on a couple of cccasions, once in

the office of District Judge Alamia who was my
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administrative judge and another time I believe
at the motel there at the Americana Motel in
Alice.

We also discussed the matter of disqualifi-
cation and my directorship st the bank et that
time,

A1l right, and that was prior to May of 1975,

am I correct, Judge Carrillo?

Oh, ves, to the best of my recollection, I

think it wa s around Februsry of 1973 or maybe
before, I don't ®member the year, but it was
cometime back,

Well, the purvose of my auestion s that when
you received this notice in May of this year,
from the Judicial Qualfications that was not the
first discussion you had had with Mr, Pipkin or
matters relating to the ineuiry about the Judi-
cial Qualifications, is that correct?

Yes, that's correct,

And the first notice that you ~=- or letter notice
or informal notice, I think it is called under
the Rule, related primarily to your conduct,
complaints by the Guerras as to your conduct of
the case of Manges versus Guerra?

That's correct,
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Q The records so reflect that, Judge Carrillo. Severai

Now, hadt you had any -- had the Cuerra bovs, J. C,

or any of them, comnlained to vou orior to that
t‘me about your conduct ‘n that case?

Nn, <ir 1in that cace, the case when I became

a district judpe, the case was nvending in federal
court. It was not vending in the 229th Judiciel
District.

Was that a bankruntcy court?

It had originaced in the 79th Judicial District
and moved uo to federal court and {t was vending
in federal court and it was transferred back on
January the 6th as I recall,

of 717

Of 71.

A1l right,

And I -- and by then it was cettled in federal
court and it was brought back just for the clos-
ing of accounting and then they had settled all
of their -- all of their differences insofar as
Iknew.

Everytime they brought in come kind of an
order to be entered, ingsofar as that case was
concerned, I insisted that it be sfgned by all

of the parties,

7919
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orders entered in that case by you were signed

by all of the varties,

A That's right, The first order that came in that

was not signed by 811 of the narties which there
was a dispute, I set down for hering. When I
wvent over for that hearing, Iws confronted with
the matter of this motion to disaualify so I
didn't hear the case at all, I immediately got
off the bench; went-to my administrative judge
for his recommendations, He advised me of the
different ways of doing it and I told him I
didn't want to hear the motion myself and he
wanted it in writing and I came back to my office
and submitted a letter in writing to Judge Alamia
requesting that another jﬁdge be aovointed to

hear the motion to disaqualify,

And was that done?

It was done. And that was the last I had to do
with that case,.

And, Judge Carrillo, from that date to this,
have you evef sat in any case where Clinton
Manges was a party?

No, sir, I have disqualified since that day,
there have been several cases involved and I

have disaualified myself in all of the cases
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involvineg Clinton Manges,

And the first notice of Judicial Oualification
Commission you answered that and T believe your
answer is in the record?

Yes, sir,

And you set out essentially what has been set out
in the first amended procedure here?

Yes, sir.

Then, Judge, Carrillo, thet first notice was

answered and when is the next time ynu heard
anything from the Judicial Qualifications Commis-
sion?

Do you need any of these documents? They
are all in evidence now,
The next time I heard anything about it was when
Mr. Pipkin called me.
What month?
Well, we were in the impeschment hesrings, in
the middle of the impeachment hearings. I don't
remember the'month, but he called me and he had
served you with notice of formal hearings or
whatever you want to call it and he was not
catisfied with the service uoon you, that it
was sufficient service upon me and he called me

and I told him that I would be hapny to meet with
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him. He came to my office and he handed me a
cooy of the notice of the hearing,

Did you all have a discussion in your office
about the amendment and I will hand you now R
Exhibit 19-A. It had been exvanded by that time,
that is, the notice had been expanded to po
beyond the Manges V., Guerra matter, has it not,
Judge Carrillo. to ‘nclude what it does today?
No, not to inélude what it does today.

That was the second amendment, is that what
you are testifying? ‘

Ye~, sir.

A1l right, the imneachment proceeding commenced
in May and evidence was being hesrd 1in Austin
on that procedure, am I cbrrect

Yes, sir.

May and June?

Yes, =ir.

of 757

Yes, sir, and it was during the recess, we had a
recess in there somewhere that Mr, Pipkin flew
over to San Diego to visit with me,.

What was the nature of that visit?

It was & visit to serve me notice of the --

Which notice, Judge Carrillo, which notice are
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you talking about?

I guess it would be the first amended notice.
Like I say, it didn't cover all of the charges
that have besn brought in here today. 1 don't =--
I don't telieve this is it here.

A1l right, let me hold on just a minute --
(Discussion off the record,)

Judge Carrillo, I'1i hand you what is marked
as R Exhibit Number 20, that is July the 18th,
75, and ask youif you recognize it. Is that
the one that you all talked about in your office?
It could be.

And that goes beyond -- eycuse me,

And even now, I don't th{nk thie is it,

No, that goes beyond the one you got back in
May, doesn't it, Judge Carrillo?

Yes, sir,

And then you have got in front of you there

R Exhibit 20, which is one notice of formal
procedure, aﬁ I correct?

Yes, sir,

And then you have got R Exhibit 19-B, which is
another one?

Yes, sir.
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Am T correct?

Yes, sir.
(Diecussion off the record.)

Now, Judge Carrillo, I hand you what has been

marked ag E- -~ I'm sorry, it is E-2 and R
Exhibit Number 1.

THE MASTER: That is right.
And E-3 and R.Exhib{t Number 2 and ask you if

you can identify those two documents?

And what is E=? or R Exhibit Number 1, that is
the May letter from the Judicial Qualfications
Commission?

This 1= the letter that I received from the
Judicial Qualifications Commission,

And it relates to the stock trarfer -- the
stock purchase from the Rio Grande Bank and the
erazing lease, am I correct?

Yes, sir.

And requestsAthat you make further disclosure
or answers?

Yes, sir.

And E- =< or rather R Exhibit Number 2 constitutes

your snswer, is that correct?
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My answer, yes.

Now, those documents 2are dated May, 1975, am I
correct, Judge Carrillo?

Yes, sir,

A1l right, now can you tell us the next communica-
tion you had and when you had it with the Judi-
cial Qualification Commission? Is that R Exhibit
Number 20, notice of formal oroceedings?

Yes, sir, I bélievplit is,

A1l right, now that is in July?

July.

About two months after the impeachment -- the
Hnouse Select Committee undertood to make a
determination as to whether to imneach, is that
correct?

Yes, sir,

A1l right, now, R Exhibt Number 20 goes beyond
the matters contained in the informal notice,

am I correct?

Yes, sir.

It talked about the Cash Store which appears in
the first amended notice, which is R Exhibit 19-B,
does it not?

Yes, sir,

Likewise, it brings forward the Manges v. Guerra
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metter again, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

And then it also talks about -- talks
of a conspiracy to steal --

With Roberto Elizondo.

in terms

Two hundred snd twenty-five dollars a month, am

I correct?

And it also talks in terms of Roman IV, Francisco

Ruiz, which is carried over in the first amended,

is that correct?

THE MASTER: Excuse me.

MR, MITCHELL: A1l right.

THE MASTER: Excuse me, 1s that =--

my copies of those, let us call them plead-

ings, are in my motel rather than here. but

I thought the only one that was actually

before me and the commission was the amended

notice.

You keen saying or referring to a

second amended notice, is there one?

Now, there was. the letter of May, then
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I thought the notice, in June or July, and
then I rhought the amended notice was in
October.

MR, MITCHELL: That is true, Jadge. As
I recall the second amended was stricken.

THE MASTER: Thet's correct, and it
was prepared and filed after this hearing
had been commenced,

MR,lMITCHEtL: Right,

THE MASTER: But you were referring to
those twelve paragraphs as the second amended
notice,

MR, MITCHELL: I referred to them as
the second, that is true, Judpe Meyers, but
only as regards that formal one, that one
back in May, that informal one,

THE MASTER: A1l right, I just want the
record to be clear on that, Mr, Mitchell,

MR, MITCHELL: As I understood the
Court struck the second formal amendment,

THE MASTER : That is correct.

MR, MITCHELL: So that the record is
clear in line with Judge Meyers' inauiry --
excuse me,

MR, ODAM: As I remember, these documents
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vere marked, looking back through the
testimony, there were numerous pnages along
the same lines and I would obiect first of
211, the testimony does nﬁt g0 to the merits
of the case and I assume it is being offered
for the nplea in abatement., If it is being
offered for the plea in abatement, we have
spent the best part of the mornine on this
line and others and I would object on the
grounds of revetition,

MR, MITCHELL: Your Honor, I am not
going to limit this to the nles in abate-~
ment, I am going to show the influence of
the poison tree. I am gnineg to show the
political split in 1975 and I'm going to
show that it spills over from the Parr
trial, not only the federsl, but to Terry
Canales, the House Subcommittee under H.S,
161, the task force involvement and I am
going right down and tie 1t into the Judi-
cial Qualifications and show the spillover
from the evidence in that H,S. -- that Sub-
committee into that first amended notice of
formal proceeding, being Exhibit 19~B,

THE MASTER: What has it got to do -~

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE « GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI. TEXAS 78401




2929

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

21

24

what is the noint, Mr, Mitchell? I can
understand and acceot any and 811 of your
positions with respect to the position that
you take, and I am describ{ng it poorly, but
I think you will agree with 1it,

MR, MITCHELL: ¥s, sir,

THE MASTER: That the testimony against
Judge Ca;rillo by some of these witnesses
is motivated b? the split, by nolitical
malice,

MR, MITCHELL: Right,

THE MASTER: And I understand that,
but I am not sure I graso the fruit of the
poison tree comment,

MR, MITCHELL: .Yes, Your Honor,
because the Judicial Qualifications proce-
dure is one that has very carefully and
clinically =-- I will use the word clinically,
describe and set out,

It is our position that it has always
been thét here the entire proceeding was a
part, unwaring perhaps, of this attempt to
desfroy this man, arising from this political
strife that has been described by the wit~

nesses.
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Now, I have gone back into this Cuerra
matter solely and only to show that as of
May of this year, before Terry Canales ever
got in it that the committee had already made
an inauiry and the matter was settled ard
there wasn't any further proceedings,

Then, as I began to get right through
the imoeachment, the Terry Canales involve-
ment and why, bécause Judge Carrillo was
called uvon by the district attorney to
remove Archer Parr and George Parr, Terry
Canales' sponsor, and him being their lawyer
and a member of the House and unwittingly
the Commission coming in to nlay and all
of these soec‘ficatiéns contained in the
first amended notice of the formal proceed-
ings,

It might be relevant and it might not,
but I think it is, Judge Meyers,

THE MASTER: What occurs tn me, Mr,
Mitchell; obviously I exvect I will hear
this matter one way or the other, either
on the merits or on the bill, but what
occurs to me is it is immaterial and what

the motivation is, if the charges are true,
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then I will =so find and if they are not
then I won't,

MR, MITCHELL: That is true, Judge
Meyers, excent that 1f the House Senate
resolution testimony were orocured, which
I have alleged and put into evidence and
the testimony supports it under the circum-
stances ;endering that illegal, which is
no right of créss-examination, no notice,

I mean lateral or horizontal notice, and

if the Judicisl Qualifications notice, that
is, the notice that we are going to trial
here, vnicks that 1llegal testimony up, which
is what it has done, then I say that the

due process mandatesvof this procedure have
been violated,

THE MASTER: Well, I understand that
point., But I don't think --

MR, MITCHELL: Sure.

THE MASTER: And it fs a point, fortu-
nately,.that is not, as I understand,
my role for me to rule uvon.

MR, MITCHELL: That's right, Judge
Meyers.

THE MASTER: But you are saying because
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you were denied the right -~

MR, MITCHELL: Yes, Your Honor.

THE MASTER: =-- of cross-examination
in really starting in May with the Select
Committee --

MR, MITCHELL: That's right,

THE MASTER: Thet becsuse some of that
evidence is awilable to the Examiner here
that it po{sons'th{s hesring?

MR, MITCHELL: Yes,

TYE MASTER: I am not sure that I
agree with that, but it is not a decision
that I have to mde,.

MR, MITCHELL: Not only that, Judge
Meyers, but the fact-that at the time that
thig first amended notice was drafted here,
that our position is one that the rules of
the Commission, that is the statute was
violated because we didn't receive fifteen
days notice and there were entirely new
grounds'and they are traceable directly
back to the testimony secured or solicited
at this H.,S.R, 161 hearing.

So, we say that there is a dual viola-

tion, one, the commissioners here violates

——
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the rules of notfice and two, the commission
violates the due process protection because
it reaches over and takes out of the poison
bucket testimony that we say violates the
rights of confrontation, rights of cross~-
examination, rights of competence of counsel,

Incidentally, Judge Meyers, I am about
finished.with this line and I was trying to
put that in thé proper context,

THE MASTER: I will overrule the

objection,

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES
COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




2934

4
J"L e ————————

i L Q Judge Carrillo, after the conversation with
2 ﬁ Mr. Pipkin you told us about, there was still one
3 more notice, and that is R-19-B, the First
4 E Amended Notice of Formal Procedure?
5 1 A Yes, sir.
6 J Q And an answer was filed by you through me to
7 Exhibit R-19-B?
8 ; A Yes, sir.
9 x Q And you filed your own answer to E-27
10 J A Yes.
11 ﬂ Q And you took your position there?
12 H A Yes.
13 u Q And an answer was filed by me in R-20, is that
14 correct?
15 A Yes.
16 Q The matters as relate now to the First Amended
17 Notice on this Cash Store were matters inquired
18 into by the subcommittee hearing by Terry
19 Canales?
20 A By the Select Committee, yes.
21 Q Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q The Manges versus Guerra matters were also heard
24 and the record speaks to this as well?
25 A Yes, sir.
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The matters as regard the stock, the grazing land
and all were matters heard by the House Select
Committee?

Yes.

HSR-161?

Yes, sir.

That takes us now -- looking at R-19-B, through
Paragraph Roman I, that is the First Amended
Notice.

Yes, sir,

And Roman II?

Yes, sir.

And the matters contained in Roman III were subject
of considerable inquiry in Austin before the
subcommittee?

Yes, sir.

And is that true with Roman IV as well?

Yes, sir.

And how about Roman V?

Yes, sir.

And in fact, Mr. Sanchez, Mr. Hinojosa, Mr. Rudolf]
Couling, Cleofus Gonzalez, all of these people
were witnesses in Austin during that hearing?
Yes, the same witnesses.

Also Oscar Sanchez?.
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Yes.

Roberto Elizondo?

Yes, sir.

The same group as down here?
Yes, sir.

On the backhoe, was that a subject of considerablé
inquiry?

Yes, sir.

That is Roman VI or R-19-A?

Yes.

Now, Judge Carrillo, Roman -- well, strike that.
Well, let's get over here to this five
thousand six hundred twenty-five dollars. I have
not talked about that, but that was a subject of

inquiry in Austin?

Yes.

During the questions as to whether or not the
subcommittee would adopt to the House the Articles|
of Impeachment against you --

Yes, that was not adopted.

How about Roman VII and VIII?

That was when we arrived here,

How about IX?

I am saying when we arrived here, but it was when

it was set for hearing here.
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By this October 10th setting?
Yes.
How about Roman IX?
The same.
Roman X?
Yes, sir.
Now, on these bulldozers, was that a subject of
inquiry in Austin?
No, sir,.
This is the first time, when you got R-19-A?
Yes, sir.
Now, Judge Carrillo, let me go back, please, and -
MR. MITCHELL: Your Honor, I am going
to move, with leave of Court, to the
consideration of Article XI.
The record reflects Article XI is
supposedly taking into account E-84, 85,
88 and E-90, those exhibits.
(By Mr. Mitchell) Judge Carrillo, I am going to
hand you those.
Yes, sir.
I am going to hand you a packet marked E-90 throug
94, and I will ask you to pull out of that
package -- well, 90 would be relevant -- well,

they ought to be there.

=3
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Would you locate 84, 85, 88 and 90; do you
have those?
I have 85. 90, you sayé
Yes, sir, 84, 85, 88 and 90.
I have 90 and 85.

MR, MITCHELL: Judge, that list may not
be absolutely correct. These are notes
that relate to that article and I will ask
the witness qﬁestions about them.

THE MASTER: All right.

(By Mr. Mitchell) All right. Judge Carrillo,
let me ask you, please, did you enter into an
agreement with Rudolfo Couling as owner of
Benavides Implement and Hardware, whereby a claim,
a false and fraudulent claim, would be made on the
Duval County Reclamation énd Water District with
the intent to defraud them of five thousand six
hundred twenty-five dollars?

No, sir.

Did you, by reason of a partnership agreement
with Mr. Couling, operating through Benavides
Implement and Hardware or any other joint controll
agreement, whereby you, through Mr. Couling, would
appropriate monies belonging to the water district

No, sir.

)
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Did you have any other agreement for the purpose
of appropriating five thousand six hundred
twenty-five dollars? |

No, sir.

You are, of course, aware of the testimony as
Mr. Couling related it to E-84, E-85 and E-90,
you have them in front of you?

Yes.

Let me ask you to Begin with, was there ever any
discussion with Mr. Couling about you buying a
station wagon through Mr. Couling's store?

No, sir.

How did it come about that there is a check for
the five thousand six hundred twenty-five dollars?
That check is Exhibit what?

E-85.

That check goes to -- where is that check -- who
is it payable to?

The First State Bank and Trust of Rio Grande City.
It is by Rudolfo Couling for five thousand seven
hundred twenty-five dollars?

Yes, sir.

And the payee is left blank, but is payable to
the First State Bank and Trust of‘Rio Grande

City?

CHATHAM & ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS
717 ANTELOPE - GUARANTY BANK PLAZA
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401




2940

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

21

24

el

Yes.

Do you recall getting that check from Mr. Couling?
Yes. |

Tell the Court, please, the circumstances.

It is the same circumstance that we have had and

I am still having.

Are you referring to the earlier check, the twelve
hundred dollar check?
Yes, sir.

At the time that check was written, was the county
using your drilling rig?

Well, they still have it up to today. They have
been using it for some time.

Tell me when the drilling rig was rented to the
county that you know of; how long ago was that?
It was rented to the county several years ago.
Mr. Couling testified he was aware of the drilling
rig and the fact the county was.using it in
condemnation proceedings.

Yes, condemnation right-of-ways. They were
dividing properties and would drill wells and
set up windmills and make water troughs and this
was for the people, as a part éf the payment for
the land, the subject of these condemnation

proceedings.
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As best I understand, where the county comes in,
the county would drill for water that would be
offset on the water supfly, is that what you are
talking about?

Yes, sir.

THE MASTER: The way I understood it, it
was not necessarily taking the water supply.
It was a condemnation of a road or a highway.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE MASTER: And they cut off one
section where the water was from another
section.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

(By Mr. Mitchell) Judge Meyers' statement is
accurate, is it not?

Yes, that is right. As a part of the consideration,
that would be money plus this water well plus --
in other words, they would fix up -- say they had
a tract of land of six hundred and forty acres,
laid out like this room, and they would cut right
through the middle. The property owner had the
water on the north part and it left the south part
without any water and then they would come over
here and fix up the other side for that.

Judge Carrillo, who made the deal with the drilling
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rig to begin with with the county, do you know?
The deal was made -- the original deal was made
before my brother became a county commissioner.
They are still getting right-of-ways over there,
but they were building several right-of-ways and
there were going to have to be quite a few water
wells drilled, so my brother and I went out and
bought a water well rig.

At the time you pufchased it, was that prior to
the time your brother became a commissioner?
Yes.

Did you all rent the rig at that time to the
various governmental agencies?

Yes, sir,

Who did you rent it to?

To the county.

Was there a change in that relationship after
your brother became commissioner and you became
county attorney?

Yes, sir.

Tell us about that.

The rig belonged to my brother and myself and it
was rented through the Farm and Ranch Supply.
Were you personally acquainted with the

relationship?
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No, I was not, until they told me they were not
getting the rental on this rig and it was being
used constantly. |

What relationship did Benavides Implement and
Hardware have with the renting of the rig?

As I understand it, it was rented to Benavides
Implement and Hardware and they were renting it
to the county.

When the Zertuche Store went out of business in
December, 1970, --

Yes.

I believe you testified earlier the Farm and
Ranch Store still did not do business with the
various agencies at that time?

Yes, sir.

But did that business through Benavides Implement

and Hardware?

Yes.,

Would that be where Benavides Implement and
Hardware rented that equipment from Farm and
Ranch?

Yes.

And Benavides Implement and Hardware would rent
to the county or other agencies?

Yes, sir.
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And now, we are up to January, 1974, tell us about]
that.

'72, sir.

I am sorry, January, 1972, whatever the date was.
The date on E-84 is January 11, 1972.

Tell us about the check to you from Benavides
Implement and Hardware.

They had been drilling wells on the Archer Parr
and George Parr Ranch, which was really the Atlee
Parr Ranch, but was being run by George Parr.

Let me interrupt you there. The Atlee Parr Ranch,
George Parr didn't have a ranch of his own, did
he?

No, it was owned by the Atlee Parr Estate, but
operated by George Parr.

He had all of the qualities of ownership, except
he didn't have legal title?

Yes, sir, as a matter of fact, a suit was filed
over that the other day.

At any rate, we keep talking about the Atlee Parr
Ranch, but that was George Parr's father?

No, his brother.

And Archer Parr's uncle?

Yes.

Did Archie Parr have his own ranch?
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Yes, but it is Archer. Archie was the old
senator,

Well, Archer Parr wasn't born a Parr, was he?
No.

He was actually the son of the sister of George
Parr?

Yes.

And his name is not really Parr, but he changed
that legally?

01ld Senator Parr adopted him, I believe.

We are talking about the George Parr Ranch, his
running the Atlee Parr Ranch?

Yes.

Was the equipment being used on the Atlee Parr
Ranch by George Parr?

Yes.

And arrangements were made through Benavides
Implement and Hardwar